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SOUTH DOWNS WAY - IN STAGES 2012

As mentioned on page 1 we are currently organising the South Downs Way - In Stages event for 2012 and
have already began taking bookings, with post-dated cheques being the preferred means of securing a place at
this stage. We are hopeful that there will be enough interest for the event in 2012 following the disappointment
of having to cancel the 2011 walk.

We have decided to walk the Winchester to Eastbourne route, as experience has shown this to be the preferred
direction, although we are aware that there may be some of you out there who are waiting to walk the trail the
‘other way’ one day. We have also changed the Stages that finished and started at Steyning, thereby removing
the challenging and unnecessary descent and ascent in and out of the town on Days 5 and 6.

The dates and stages for the walk are as follows:

Weekend One: Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th April - Winchester to Exton (13 miles) and Exton to Queen
Elizabeth Country Park (12 miles) - Springtime walking across the Hampshire Downs and finishing the weekend
descending from Butser Hill, the highest point on the South Downs.
Weekend Two: Saturday 5th, Sunday 6th and Monday 7th May - Queens Elizabeth Country Park to Cocking
(12 miles), Cocking to Whiteways (9 miles) and Whiteways to Washington (9 miles) - three shorter days as we
cross West Sussex during springtime.
Weekend Three: Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th June - Washinghton to Devil’s Dyke (12 miles) and Devil’s
Dyke to Newmarket, Lewes (12 miles) - Crossing into East Sussex with summer upon us.
Weekend Four: Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th July - Lewes to Alfriston (14 miles) and Alfriston to
Eastbourne (12 miles or an alternative shorter route of 9 miles via Jevington avoiding the cliff tops of the Seven
Sisters) - potentially the longest and most challenging days, but worth the effort as the journey is completed in
mid-summer along what is probably the most spectacular coastline in the south of England.

The walk will be lead by Per-Rambulations, but you can walk at your own pace,
it’s your choice. Coach transport will be arranged from Horsham, Pulborough,
Midhurst, Arundel, Shoreham and Lewes (depending upon where we are on the
journey).

The cost? Well we have kept the cost of the full nine days down to £198.
We are open to requests to walk only one, two or three of the weekends but
these requests will obviously depend upon places available on the coach.
The cost for individual weekends is £46 (two days) or £69 (three days).
Post dated cheques are all that are required at this stage of registration

So, are you tempted to join us? If you are please register that interest as soon as
possible. One of the problems we experienced during the organisation of the
2011 event was the amount of late interest shown, too late for us to proceed with
the walk, with the requirement to confirm coach hire and other daily arrange-
ments unable to be left to the last minute.

Picture right - Reflecting at the end of Day One in the River Meon

2012
Two other events are planned be-
sides the South Downs Way event.
On Sunday 20th May we are off to
explore Henley-on-Thames and
the beautiful surrounding country-
side and Thames Path. Booking
has commenced. Numbers will be
limited.
In September we are planning a
new 4-day walk that will use some
of the many long distance footpaths
that exist between Winchester and
Portsmouth. The “Ten Ways
Walk” is ambitious and still in the
early stages of the planning.
Details will follow soon.

MOON WALKING ON THE SOUTH DOWNS

It was 9-30pm on Friday 15th July and 45 walkers gathered beneath the sweeps

of Jack and Jill Windmills at Clayton to prepare for the first venture out onto the

South Downs Way at night. Preparation involved donning waterproofs (rain was

forecast) and snacking from the trays of savouries supplied to help sustain us on

our walk and eagerly washed down with two different specially prepared sum-

mer punch’s.

Daylight disappeared and we set off east towards Ditchling Beacon. Without the

aid of artificial light it was surprisingly easy to following the path as the eyes

became accustomed to the darkness. After some early very light drizzle it re-

mained dry and we were able to see the lights of Brighton and the coast far be-

low us, even if the full moon did fail to appear.

We turned and retraced our steps to complete the 6 mile walk without incident.

But before setting off to our homes and warm beds we all enjoyed mugs of hot

chocolate and a selection of biscuits.

A great experience and perhaps one to be repeated in the future when the full

moon might just consider coming out from behind the clouds?




